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January 2025 memory verse (NKJV)

Luke 24:45 And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the
Scriptures.

February 2025 memory verse

Luke 24:46 (NKJV) Then He said to them, "Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary
for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day,

March 2025 memory verse

Luke 24:47 (NKJV) and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in
His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

Commentary Genesis Chapters 24 verses 22-67
by Chuck Smith 3.12.25

As the camels were through drinking, he took a golden [it says] earring [literally, it's a
nose ring] of a half-shekel weight (Gen 24:22),

Now, a half-shekel weight would be about a quarter of an ounce. A shekel is about a
half an ounce. So about a quarter-ounce little nose ring and

two bracelets for her hands of ten shekels weight of gold [or about five ounces of gold];
And he said, Whose daughter are you? (Gen 24:22-23)

This is gonna be the clincher. Who's your father? Whose daughter are you?

| pray thee: let's see, is there room in your father's house for us to dwell? And she said
unto him, | am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, which she bore to Nahor. And
she said moreover unto him, We have both straw and food enough, and room to lodge
in. And the man bowed down his head, and he worshipped the LORD (Gen 24:23-26).

Man, hit it right off the bat. She's one of Abraham'’s relatives, and, you know, can it be?
I'm sure that his heart was just really filled with excitement and anticipation. And he
worshipped the Lord.

And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of my master Abraham, who hath not left
destitute my master of his mercy and truth (Gen 24:27):

So, blessing the Lord for his goodness to Abraham. But then he said something that |
think is very significant:

| being in the way, the Lord led me (Gen 24:27)
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| think that is one of the most important verses in the scripture for those who are
desiring to know how to be led of God. "I being in the way, the Lord led me." | believe
that God expects us to step out in faith. And as we step out in faith, he leads us. | think
that many times we make a mistake by just lying back and saying "now, Lord, lead my
life. And I'm just gonna lie here, Lord, until you lead me." Chances are, you'll never be
led. Stand up. Start walking. And then the Lord will lead you where you should go.

Too many people take a very passive attitude toward the leading of the will. "Well, Lord,
I'm available; here | am, you can just lead me, Lord, wherever". But you have a very
passive attitude towards God leading your life. There is that necessity of "and | being in
the way, the Lord led me."

Now, had he stayed back in Bersheeba and just prayed for months "Lord, now you lead
me to the one. Lead me to the one, Lord. You lead me to the one.”" How could the Lord

have ever led him to Rebekah as long as he was in Bersheeba? He had to get out. He

had to go. When he went, then the Lord led him. "I being in the way, the Lord led me." |
think that one of the things that we often make a mistake as far as the leading of God is
that we expect God to lay out the whole picture.

We want God to lay out the whole picture. But God doesn't always lay out the whole
picture to us. Many times he just gives us one step at a time. And you're not gonna get
step number two until you've taken step number one. Why should you? Why should
God give you the second step if you haven't followed the first step?

"l being in the way, the Lord led me to the house of my master's brothers". Oh, how
about that! Nine hundred miles and hit right on the nose! The Lord has led me to the
house of my master's brothers. There were probably many wells that he could've
stopped at but God led him right to the right one. Many young girls coming out to draw
water, but the timing was just perfect; Rebekah was the first one. After five hundred
miles, success!

And the damsel ran, and she told them of her mother's house these things (Gen 24:28).

She ran home and said "Oh, there's a man there with ten camels and he gave me these
golden bracelets and this nose ring and oh, you know, and he's just got all the servants
and all with him."

And Rebekah had a brother, and his name was Laban: and Laban ran out unto the
man, and to the well (Gen 24:29).

Now, as you will learn later, Laban was a fairly greedy fellow. And the thing that really
attracted him was his sister coming home with these golden bracelets. And so he's
gonna be a very gracious, charming fellow. And he comes running out, "Man, she made
out with a couple golden bracelets, maybe | can get something out of this deal.” He was
always looking for what he could get out of a deal. And so he comes out, you know, this
charming, gracious host, and Laban ran out to the man at the well.
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And it came to pass, when he saw the earrings and the bracelets upon his sister's
hands, and when he heard the words of Rebekah his sister, saying, This is what the
man spoke to me; that he came unto the man; and, behold, he stood by the camels at
the well (Gen 24:30).

So the servant had stayed there at the well in order that she might go home and see if it
would be all right. You know, there's a man with some servants and they've got ten
camels and they want to know if there's room for them to spend the night.

And so, he said, Come in, thou blessed of the Lord; why should you be standing out
here? for | have prepared the house, and room for the camels (Gen 24:31).

He hadn't had time to do that yet, but believe me, I'll do it, you know. He saw the
bracelets and the whole thing.

And the man came into the house: and he [unsaddled or] ungirded the camels, and
gave straw and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet, and the men's
feet that were with him. And there was set meat before him to eat: but he said, | don't
want to eat, until | have told you my errand. And so they said, Speak on. [Go ahead, tell
us.] And he said, | am Abraham's servant. And the Lord hath blessed my master greatly;
and he is become great: and he has given him flocks, and herds, and silver, and gold,
and menservants, and maidservants, and camels, and donkeys. And Sarah my master's
wife has borne him a son when she was old: and unto him hath he given all that he has
(Gen 24:32-36).

And now we begin to see the picture and the intercession of the Holy Spirit as he seeks
to draw out a bride for Jesus Christ. And the Holy Spirit tells us the wealth of the
heavenly kingdom, the glories of God's kingdom, and in the word we read the glory of
heaven, streets of gold, gates of pearl, walls of precious stone, beautiful river, trees on
either side, crystal clear fountain of water, the living water of life. And the Holy Spirit has
revealed the glory of God's kingdom, the world, the universe. And God has a Son and
God has given all things to the Son. He is the heir of all things. And God has put all
things under Him.

Though | haven't seen Him, | love Him. And even though | don't see Him yet, | haven't
seen Him yet, yet in my heart I'm rejoicing with a joy unspeakable and full of glory at the
anticipation of that glorious kingdom of which | have become a part as the bride of
Jesus Christ. | can hardly wait. My heart is filled with longing and anticipation of that
glorious day when | will see Him face-to-face. Now | look through the glass darkly, then,
face to face. But join now with this unspeakable joy as | just anticipate the glories of that
eternal kingdom of God of which | am to share a part as the bride of Jesus Christ.

And so the servant begins to tell of the wealth of his master. All that he has: the

servants, the camels, and the gold and all. And everything he has, he has given unto his
son.
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And my master made me sware, saying, that | would not take a wife for his son from the
daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land he dwells: But | should go unto his father's
house, and to his family, and to take there a wife for his son. And | said to my master,
what if the woman will not follow me. And he said to me, The Lord, before whom | walk,
will send his angel with thee, and prosper thy way (Gen 24:37-40);

Abraham's faith and belief that God would prosper and make it a successful journey.

And you will take a wife for my son from my family, and of my father's house: Then you
shall be clear from this oath, when you come to my family; and they will not give you
one, thou shalt be clear from thy oath. And so | came this day to the well, and | said, O
Lord God of my master Abraham, if now thou do prosper my way which | go: Behold, |
am standing by the well of water; and it shall come to pass, that when a virgin comes
forth to draw water, and | say to her, Give me, | pray thee, a little water of thy pitcher to
drink; And if she say to me, Both drink you, and | will also draw for your camels: let the
same be the woman whom the LORD hath appointed out for my master's son. And
before | was done speaking in mine heart, behold, Rebekah came with her pitcher (Gen
24:40-45)

Now here to me is an interesting thing, and that is that God hears the prayers of our
heart. It isn't necessary that prayers be verbalized. So often we think we haven't prayed
if we haven't spoken out. But God knows the prayers of your heart. The servant wasn't
out there with hands raised saying "Now Lord, God of my father, Abraham," you know.
Had he been doing that, then all of the girls around there thinking "oh, you know, look at
the loot, you know, and everything else. And they'd all be running to get water.

And when | was done speaking in my heart, behold, Rebekah came forthwith her pitcher
on her shoulder; and she went down to the well, and drew water: and | said to her, Let
me drink, | pray thee. And she made haste, and let down her pitcher from her shoulder,
and said, Drink, and | will give thy camels drink also: so | drank, and she made the
camels drink also. And | asked her, and said, Whose daughter art thou? And she said,
The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bare unto him: and | put the earring
upon her face, and the bracelets (Gen 24:45-47)

Now, | told you it's a nose ring; that's why he put it on her face. It would be hard to put
an earring on your face.

and the bracelets upon her hands. And | bowed down my head, and worshipped the
LORD, and blessed the LORD God of my master Abraham, which had led me to the
right way to take my master's brother's daughter unto his son. And now if you will deal
kindly and truly with my master, tell me: and if not, tell me; that | may turn to the right
hand, or to the left (Gen 24:47-49).

Now I'm here, and that's the issue, now tell me, are you gonna let her go or not? Let me
know.
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Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, The thing is proceeding from the LORD:
we cannot speak to thee bad or good. Behold, Rebekah is before thee (Gen 24:50-51),

In other words, what can we say? It's obviously from God.

Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy master's son's
wife, as the LORD hath spoken. And it came to pass, that, when Abraham's servant
heard their words, he worshipped the LORD, bowing himself to the earth. And the
servant brought forth jewels of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment, and gave them to
Rebekah: and he gave also to her brother and to her mother precious things. And they
did eat and drink, he and the men that were with him, and they tarried all night; and they
rose up in the morning, and he said, Send me away unto my master (Gen 24:51-54).

Now notice as soon as the arrangement was made, then he came forth with gifts. As
soon as Rebekah was committed, then he brought forth the gifts of gold and silver and
beautiful raiment and all; began to just load her down with gifts. As soon as we have
committed our lives to belong to Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit begins to give to us the
glorious gifts of the Spirit. Begins to just give unto us gifts of peace, joy, love. Gifts of
power. And he begins to really work in a special way within us.

So, in the morning he said Send me, | pray back to my master.

But her brother and mother object and they say, [Oh, wait a minute, that's so fast] Let
the girl abide with us for a few days, at the least ten; after that she shall go. And he said
unto them, Don't hinder me, seeing the LORD has prospered my way; send me away
that | may go to my master. And they said, We will call the girl, and inquire at her mouth.
And so they called Rebekah, and they said unto her, Will you go with this man? And she
said, | will go (Gen 24:55-58).

Now it became Rebekah's decision. He is wanting to go right away in order that he
might hurry back with the good news that his journey has been prosperous and
successful. Her mother and brother, naturally, are objecting. They are willing to give her,
but oh, they wanted to spend at least a few last days with her because they know that
they'll probably never see her again. And the servant is insisting, "no, | want to go now".
Well, let's ask her. "Will you go with the man?" And the beautiful response, "I will go".
Even as we must by choice and we must exercise that choice to be part of the family of
God, so the exercise of Rebekah's own choice.

And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and her nurse (Gen 24:59), Evidently they
were wealthy too, for she had her own private maid.

And Abraham's servant, and his men. And they blessed Rebekah, and said unto her,
Thou art our sister, be thou the mother of thousands of millions (Gen 24:59-60).

Oh boy, they want her to be the mother of a billion people.
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And let thy seed possess the gate of those which hate them. And Rebekah arose, and
her damsels [plural] and they rode upon the camels and followed the man: and the
servant took Rebekah and went his way. And Isaac came from the way of the well,
Lahairoi (Gen 24:60-62).

Now you remember Lahairoi means "the well of him that lives in seas.” It was at this
well that Hagar was weeping. She didn't see the well and Ishmael was dying from
dehydration; she put him under a bush and went over a ways because she didn't want
to see him die. And she was crying out to the Lord and Ishmael was under the bush,;
crying out to God and praying. And the Lord said "What ails you?" And she said "Ah,
I'm, you know, I'm dying, and | don't want to see my son die and all." And the Lord said
here, behold, there's a well of water. And she went over and got the water and gave him
a drink and he was refreshed and revived. She called the name of the well, "the Lord
sees me".

Now Isaac has taken up residence near this particular well. And this well comes into the
story a couple more times as we find it is the area where Isaac had moved.

Isaac came from the way of the well Lahairoi; for he dwelt in the south country. And
Isaac went out to meditate in the field at eventide: and he lifted up his eyes, and saw,
and, behold, the camels were coming (Gen 24:62-63).

Now it is interesting that there is much spoken to us concerning the faith of Abraham.
Very little is spoken to us concerning the faith of Isaac or concerning the relationship of
Isaac to God; that is, directly, but here is an indication of the spiritual kind of a depth
that Isaac had, meditating in the evening. I've found that one of the greatest places to
meditate is in the evening time. | love it about the time of twilight, the sun just going
down in the twilight time. Seems like it's just a neat time if you're out in the desert.

And so here is Isaac engaged in meditation at evening time. And he looked up and
behold, he saw the camels coming. All right. Now at this point he doesn't know if
Eleazar the servant has been successful or not.

And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she lighted off the camel. For
she has said to her servant, Who is this man walking in the field to meet us? And the
servant said, It is my master: therefore she took a veil, and covered herself. And the
servant told Isaac all of the things that he had done. And Isaac brought her into his
mother Sarah's tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her:
and Isaac was comforted after his mother's death (Gen 24:64-67).

Page 6 of 6


https://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/gen/24/60/s_24060
https://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/gen/24/62/s_24062
https://www.blueletterbible.org/nkjv/gen/24/64/s_24064

